
9 . 12 / / JOHN 8 – JESUS THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD / / EVAN FOWLER 

JESUS CAME TO BE THE LIGHT IN A DARK WORLD AND DECLARES 

US THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD UNTIL HIS RETURN 

RECAP 

Start by asking your Home Group to share any further reflections on the sermon.  

What stood out to you?  

 

Did you learn anything new that you didn’t know before? Do you have any questions?  

 

IDEA 1 

Jesus made the claim to be the Light of the World in the middle of the celebration of the Feast of 

Tabernacles. During the feast of tabernacles, they would illuminate large torches in the temple to 

celebrate God leading the Israelites out of Egypt as the pillar of fire. Jesus claimed to be the light 

that leads humanity out of slavery, through the dark wilderness to safety and to new life. He 

promised that if you follow him you will not walk in darkness.  

 

What has God’s direction looked like in your life?  

 

Where do you currently feel the need for God’s direction in your life?  

 

Why does it still feel like we walk in darkness at times?  

 

 

IDEA 2 

The pharisees (v13) pushed back against Jesus’ claim and pointed out that from a legal standpoint 

his claim was invalid. One of the ways we can discern if there are areas in our lives where we need 

Christ’s light to shine is where we try to push back against Christ’s light with “technicalities.” Another 

reason that the pharisees pushed back against Christ’s light was because they did not want to 

experience the illuminating of their own personal lives which would bring light to their sin (John 

3:19-21). Because of this, to those who follow Jesus, he is light to them, to those who reject Jesus, he 

is darkness to them, just as it was for the Egyptians & Israelites in Exodus 14:20.  
 
Where do you see yourself pushing back against Christ’s light?  
 



How should our missions & evangelism be shaped by the reality that those who don’t follow 
Christ don’t see light but a pillar of darkness?  
 

IDEA 3 

A major theme running through the entire Bible is Light overcoming the Dark (John 1:5). In Genesis 
& John 1 we see that it is the light that gives life to everything that lives and the Bible ends with 
Jesus providing light to the entire world (Revelation 21) that is our hope for the future. Until that 
day comes, Jesus has declared us to be the light of the world (Matthew 5:14-16) filling in as the 
torches filled in at the temple, as we are now the temple of the Holy Spirit.  
 

How can we hold to the hope of Christ—the light of the world—when it looks like darkness is 

all around?   

 
What does it mean when Jesus declares us to be the light of the world?  
 
How has someone been the light of the world towards you recently?  

  

APPLICATION 

Reflect on Jesus claiming to be the LIGHT OF THE WORLD. How can you be the light this week?  

Share your application with the group. Commit to checking in with one another during the week 

about this process.  

 

SPIRITUAL PRACTICE 

Take some time to pray for each other.  

  

Take some time to listen first. Ask Spirit to share his heart for these requests. You may want to 

use a timer and set it for five minutes of quiet listening.  

Open up the time for people to pray the things out loud that Spirit has prompted. 


