
4 . 11 / / DANIEL 1 – FAITH IN EXILE / / EVAN FOWLER 

DESPITE ALL APPEARANCES, GOD IS IN CONTROL AND HE GIVES 

US WHAT WE NEED TO STAY FAITHFUL IN EXILE 

RECAP 

Start by asking your Home Group to share any further reflections on the sermon.  

What stood out to you?  

 

Did you learn anything new that you didn’t know before? Do you have any questions?  

 

IDEA 1 

Just like the Israelites found themselves living in Exile in a foreign land, we as citizens of Heaven find 

ourselves living in a similar exhilic situation. The culture around us wants us to assimilate, but we are 

called to keep our unique identity while seeking its welfare. In Babylon’s case, they pushed 

assimilation through appealing to apetites & desires (1:3-5) and attempting to rename Daniel & his 

friends (1:6-7).  

 

In what ways is our cultural situation similar to Daniel’s in exile?   

 

How ?  

 

IDEA 2 

Daniel committed to observing the Jewish food laws and resolved to not eat from the King’s table. 

He drew a line. (1:8-14). For us today, we wont always be successful in drawing lines. However, God’s 

mercies are new every morning. We are still forgiven and have another chance.  
 
Have you ever taken a risk to keep from compromising your faith?  
 
In your own life, where are you sensing God calling you to draw a line?  
 
What are the implications of God’s mercies being new every morning for us today?  



IDEA 3 

Not only was Daniel faithful in drawing a line and refusing to compromise his faith by eating from 
the King’s table, he was also faithful in the way he drew the line. Daniel resolved not to defile 
himself, but he also refused to fight against Babylon. Instead, he asked permission and showed that 
his choice would be beneficial for Babylon as well. God gave him favor and wisdom and knowledge 
that would later be used to serve the welfare of Babylon (1:11-18).  
 

Why does it matter how we stand for our faith, not just when we stand for our faith?  

 
“Stand for Jesus like Jesus” What might this mean practically?  
 
Has God ever given you favor or an “open door” to influence the world around you? 

  

APPLICATION 

Reflect on Daniel chapter 1. How can we remain faithful to God in exile?   

Share your application with the group. Commit to checking in with one another during the week 

about this process.  

 

SPIRITUAL PRACTICE 

Take some time to pray for each other.  

  

Take some time to listen first. Ask Spirit to share his heart for these requests. You may want to 

use a timer and set it for five minutes of quiet listening.  

Open up the time for people to pray the things out loud that Spirit has prompted. 


